
Department Of Land & Spatial Sciences

IT`S ALL ABOUT LAND

Cases of TUM‘s Direct Contribution to actualising  
Africa‘s Agenda on Land

Uchendu Eugene 
CHIGBU

1

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT



Africa’s continental agenda on land sector and societal development
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• Section 3.1.3: Acknowledging the legitimacy of 
indigenous land rights systems: “Colonial legacies 
which tended to denigrate indigenous land rights 
systems and suppress and sabotage their evolution 
and which ignored community land administration 
structures must now give way to new and innovative 
policies including the provision of statutory 
frameworks for the documentation and codification of 
informal land rights regimes” (p. 14).

• Section 5.3.7: Domesticating relevant regional and 
international commitments (p. 35).

• Section 6.1.4: Building partnership for tracking – (p. 
38) “Networking is thus critical if these efforts are to 
be sustained.”



Content

• Two cases of direct TUM Contributions to Land Management in Africa
• Emerging knowledge from land management in Africa
• Investigations towards understanding the emerging land management challenge
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CASE 1: Curricula Development Guidelines or land programme in Africa
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Main capacity development input: Africa-wide university curricula on land 
programmes
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• The assessments note that the Curricula on Land 
Governance in Africa is often “imported,” producing 
land professionals who are not equipped to respond 
to Africa’s realities and dimensions of land governance 
and administration. 

• The Curricula also tends to be technical, lacking in the 
social/cultural, political, economic and environmental 
aspects crucial to land governance. 

• The guidelines were developed by a core team of 
drafters and expert reviewers in a writeshop, followed 
by a series of external review sessions as well as 
individual review by academics, researchers and land 
professionals.



CASE 2: Tenure Responsive Land Use Planning
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Tenure responsive land use planning – from policy to theory/concept to practice
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Policy concept Planning theory Planning practice



Tenure responsive land use planning – wider 
linguistic & geographical applications
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Emerging knowledge from land management in Africa

9

Department Of Land & Spatial Sciences



Having formal documents is not a blanket cover for tenure security in Africa

Tenure insecurity via formal 
documents
• Possessing formal 

documents does not  
make people feel 
substantially more secure 
in sub-Saharan Africa 
(Prindex, 2020/2024). 

Reasons for insecurity 
• Justifications for 

insecurity relates to 
business, government, 
health, etc.
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Investigations towards understanding the emerging land management challenge
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Efforts at understanding emerging knowledge: human 
behaviour in land tenure practices

• Objective
• Evoke behavioural science concerns in land 

management and land administration disciplines.
• Speculative society-centred theory on the behavioural 

dimension of land tenure.
• Frame a generic behavioural framework for society 

focused land tenure practices.

• Book timeline
• Proposal submitted (March 2024).
• Proposal accepted (August 2024).
• PalgraveMacmillan contract (August 2024).
• Research Round up (September 2024).
• Manuscript submission (December 2025).
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Thanks
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